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the dresses of those -who were especially -well dressed;
and powder, with which he made ladies sneeze for four
hours together without stopping, a thing which mightily
amused him.
One of his methods of getting money was by the
purchase of indulgences. These could only be obtained
by depositing certain alms in boxes kept in the churches
for the purpose. Panurge piously put in a small coin
and drew out a great one, so that after the morning's
round among the churches he would find himself in pos-
session of "ten or twelve" little bags full of money.
But although he had threescore and three ways of find-
ing money, he had two hundred and fourteen of spend-
ing it, so that he was continually poor.
Panurge first exhibits that craftiness of his, which
amounted to genius, in the great controversy which he
maintained with the English philosopher, who disputed
only by signs. His name was Thaumast, "the won-
derful," and he had left England and his friends to see
Pantagmel, after the example of the Queen of Sheba,
who came from the utmost borders of the East to see
Solomon; or that of Anacharsis, who travelled from
Scythia to see Solon; or that of Plato, who went to
Egypt to see the Magicians; or that of Apollonius of
Tyana, who travelled all the way to India to see Hiar-
chas; or those many studious persons who came to
Rome in order to converse with Livy. But Thaumast
proposed not only to confer, but to dispute with Panta-
gruel. Eor the first and only time that accomplished
prince fell into a serious doubt as to his own powers:
and after reading all the books carefully, enumerated by
the learned author, which treat of signs, he consented to